SOUTHERN CAMEROONS YOUTH LEAGUE (SCYL)
International Secretariat
SCYL
Oberstr.25
44892 Bochum
Germany
 00491756759322/00492344140660
E-mail:cocoscyl@hotmail.com
Fellow Southern Cameroonians,

As we enter the New Year, we remember our detained comrades and all those killed in the year 2004 resisting the most heinous form of government that mankind ever conceived. Occupation without the consent of a people remains the greatest threat to democracy and peace in the 21st century and the most appropriate form of response thus far is resistance. The SCYL salutes Southern Cameroonians for their steadfastness and resilience in the year 2004. We also congratulate all those who in our name made our nation proud and strong. Though we enter the New Year more divided, we enter also with a sense of purpose, pride for our achievements and endeavours and more determined than ever to write the last chapters of the pan-Cameroon philosophy that has haunted us for the past 44 years. Every year we have endeavoured to reach out to you, laying our plans and strengthening our alliances. This year our policy will not change, we will keep strengthening those alliances we have built, reaching out to others and trying to convince a skeptical International Community that the independence of the Southern Cameroons remains the only way true peace can reign in this part of our world. The SCYL still holds that without our consent, La Republique du Cameroun sent its marauding gendarmes who have brought a reign of terror on our people and on this ground we as a people have the exclusive right to defend ourselves from this aggression by recurring to any means possible. Have no doubt about our resolve to prosecute this means until La Republique and its hateful policies withdraw its occupation regime and answer for crimes committed against our people. Belief me, we will not fail you, no matter how difficult, tumultuous and tempting the road might seems, for it is our future which is at stake, for we have demonstrated this in our actions and by being there consistent for the past ten years. 
In 1995, when the SCYL was formed, I was 22 years old, at the apex of my youth, with the vision to pursue the dreams and ambitions of every youth, but in your name we surrendered those lofty and individual goals and in your name we will stay the course. As the national Chairman of the SCYL said “they hate us because we remain steadfast for freedom, so they conspire against us because they want power not freedom. They quarrel, they cheat, they fight, they provoke, they insult, they poison, they betray all in the name of power and greed. And as they do so, our people are dying everyday, the enemy is rejoicing and the world is mocking us”. 
The State of the Struggle

The conflict within our struggle is a generation one. It has nothing to do with differences in approach, for if it was approach, we will simply just pursue our strategies without conflict, doing it together when we agree. One generation thinks it is their exclusive right and reserve because of age to lead and speak on behalf of our people. It will not be wrong if they will just lead us to freedom, our generation will follow their wise counsel and bow to their authority. But in an internal conflict where one generation dies in Kondengui, from gendarme bullets with the possibility of scavengers devouring their bodies and another generation betrays their trust, die in the tranquillity and comfort of their families with their caskets wrapped with the thirteen star flag and carried on our shoulders to a decent burial, we must remain true to our instinct. 
Few years ago, discussions about the Southern Cameroons question were highly polarised. One camp still believed in the goodness of La Republique du Cameroun and that with just a little more effort, we could re-invent the statusquo and exist as one nation in a federation. This camp has abandoned this dream and most of them have joined in our common dream of a sovereign and independent Southern Cameroons. Most of our people have of late been more assertive in this ambition and have given no chance to agent provocateurs and misguided historians.
Our efforts in the Diaspora and those of determined comrades in the homefront have pushed the occupier to making certain moves. Though such moves are not done in good fate meant at resolving the conflict, nonetheless demonstrate that the occupation has been shaken.
The Southern Cameroons admission into the fold of Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organisation is a great stride. It came after an unrelented effort as laid down in the UNPO report presented by the Acting Chairman of SCARM, Dr. Yongbang. Such efforts should be pursued without any reservation or recourse to camp complaining.
Without any doubt the Southern Cameroons for the first time has obliged La Republique du Cameroun to answer questions patterning to the execution of its policy in the occupied territory. For those who have been previewed to LRC submissions, you must have read with pride how much pain they had in repeating the phrase „Southern Cameroons“,whether in dismissive or rejectionist positions. We must all give credit to all those who have been the brain behind Banjul especially Dr. Gumne for his selflessness and „our people first policy“. Banjul has basically removed our case from one of so-called domestic protest for equality to one of Identity of an oppressed people seeking a political future of their own.
On Homefront leadership: When EMA conceived the idea of an All Anglophone Conference, they meant to remove our struggle from boardroom meetings and intellectual discussions characterise by stagnation to our people and the street where victory is assured. It was basically clear to EMA that without the involvement of the people, our complain will always be conceived as an intellectual debate without any legitimate backing. This fundamental idea was very successful as manifested by the 5000 delegates that took part in the AAC1. Our people were still very hopeful that LRC was going to abandon its policy of trying to assimilate the SC and building a francophone pariah state controlled by France. In this line, the Buea Declaration offered an alternative agenda for the survival of „one Cameroon“. Unfortunately, LRC had just survived a turmultuous revolt led by John Fru Ndi and so political pundits within its camp had it very wrong that this was just another front of a failing revolution they can crush. They were wrong.
When we met in Bamenda the EMA idea had grown up to a full fledged people power. The Bamenda proclamation laid a road map for our people starting with the creation of the Standing Committee to the issuing of the London Communique. In one of its conclusive paragraphs, the Bamenda Proclamation read …after a reasonable time, the Council shall enlarge and transform itself into the constituent assembly of the people of the Southern Cameroons”. That will then proclaim the Statehood of the Southern Cameroons. The standing committee would latter become the SCPC withs its sole instrument of policy being the SCNC. From the beginning, the SCNC (Council) had no members. The Council was made up of Councilors and delegates of various organisations viz; SCARM and SCYL. The Council galvanised the support of the people, created an Advisory Council otherwise known as SCAC playing a very pivotal role then also in North America. At this stage of the struggle, LRC played its usual strategy of undermining our activities calling them irresponsible actions of reactionary forces. When LRC showed interest, the first traitors were registered. The SC struggle transformed from one of being a peoples manifestation of discontent against enslavement to an elittist platform to earn money and gain political relevance from the system. That is when our generation sensed danger that our struggle is at the verged of being hijacked by those same forces who have been an integral part of the brutal occupational machinery. We have never recovered from this pandemic. The home front resistance has since then been led by an opportunistic agenda of a few old guards. They have broken with tradition of seeing the Council as an inclusive representative body of the people and the foreign front as having a stake in the freedom of our country. They have recognise the foreign front when it comes to finances, sponsoring and hosting them in their numerous outings and having no say how the struggle should be runned. They have always manipulated public opinion by portraying the foreign front as a theorem hawk cruise missile battalion trying to plunge the nation into war from „ safe Europe and America“. For the new generation of leaders in the foreign front, I understand your eagerness in getting a foot hole on the ground in order to be relevant. You may wish to consult with those who have just surrendered their offices to you, why this philosophy has been very frustrating and difficult. It has been frustrating because of the divergence in views and approach. While abroad you have been very much exposed to other revolutions and wish ours will just for a moment, just for one moment run like others. Though you hold this view, you dare not make it known before you are made irrelevant by the “home front“ syndrome. Imagine Ayamba or Nfor will refuse to sign you membership cards, refuse to communicate with you and declare your activities irrelevant to our quest to sovereignty? This thought sounds frightening to those of us very much committed out here . It shouldn‘t, for there has been no successful struggle without a devoted foreign front. Most of the leaders of the ANC were either in jail or in exile, yet the resistance went on and today, the leaders of one of Africa‘s success story have come from jail and abroad. Kabila came from exile to liberate Congo Kinshasa even though the efforts of Etienne Tschisekedi cannot be minimised. Few years ago I received a book from one of the Founders of the Southern cameroons Consciousness. The book “Child of this Soil. My life as a Freedom Fighter“ is about the life of an African People Liberation Army (Apla) Commander who with other comrades spent time between Mozambique, Zimbabwe and infiltrating South Africa time and again.
The SCYL offers you a foot hole in the territory without arrogance. We offer you an equal stake in our struggle both at home and abroad without any animosity. I have been talking with some of you about this approach. I will continue my discussions on the possibility of strengthening the Interim Government in Exile where the leadership of our people will be energetic and committed adults far away from the predatory tendencies of the regime. Strengthening the exile front will give us the possibility together with the masses of our people to quickly be on time with our rendezvous of Freedom. The Southern Cameroons Defence Force (SOCADEF) will be provided with the possibility of challenging the grinding occupation that has brought life to a standstill in our territory. We have energetic, visionary and committed leaders on the ground who will always remain our partners and those abroad will not be scared of being accused of acting from the social safe ground, we will be there with them, face the risk with them, get wounded with them and maybe together with them we will reach Buea this year.
Our presence alone in UNPO will not force LRC to acquiece to our demand for a separate homeland. The Chairperson of UNPO is from Taiwan, a nation building a sophisticated military machinery to defend its acquired sovereignty. Taiwan understands the stakes and despite having an army, air force and a navy, it has not relented in its effort in strengthening its defence capabilities, at times engaging in a sophisticated military maneuvering as deterrence. East Timor was and is still a member of UNPO but the president of today’s East Timor will confess that it took more than UNPO membership to dissuade Indonesia. Indeed it took a combination of forces, seven years in jail and more than a dozen years of arm struggle
Except justice is a lie which has proven to be the case in our time, we will come out successful in Banjul. The outcome will give us an added arsenal in our increasing stock pile, but don‘t be fooled by the propaganda of the do nothing guard that the UN will send a force after the verdict to create a buffer zone between us an La Republique du Cameroun. The SCYL is leaving no stone unturned and as it has always been our working principle, our efforts are discussed candidly in close sessions and at an appropriate time, we will present a clearer picture for the appreciation of our people
The SCYL wishes you a happy new year and solicit your support for the upcoming case in Dakar and in the Homeland Security and Defence.
Entrust your fate in your ability to interpret the situation at hand, you will never be fooled Freedom land Allodium Glorious.
Ayaba, Cho Lucas 
SCYL Secretary General
