WHAT IS THE SOUTHERN CAMEROONIAN IDENTITY?
It is evident that one of the major identifying elements of a people is its Culture.The Culture and cultural identity of the Southern Cameroons and its evolution in the years. In talking about our culture, the name Southern Cameroons did not originate in our culture.

The definition of Culture I am going to adopt for this piece is the one put forth by Bhiku Parekh:  “a way of understanding, structuring, conducting and talking about human life and encompassing all that is necessary for this purpose“. The individual both on a conscious and sub conacious level constructs cultural image through complex process of formulation. Central to this process is the concept of identification. At its most basic psychoanalytic usage,culture is” the earliest _expression of an emotional tie with another person“. Yet it is more than simply an emotional tie, it orients the individual sense of belonging. Identity is crucial to an individual; it defines every opinion and colours every single perspective of that individual. To better understand this emotional tie that helps orient the Southern cameroonian sense of belonging, let us take a look at the evolution of this culture since humans started inhabiting this area.

The effects of topography on the development of the Southern Cameroons Culture
Archeological evidence shows that humans have inhabited this are for at least 50.000 years. Let us consider the geography and topographical layout of this area. It is precisely curved-out by natural markers.

The Mungo, one of the biggest rivers in the whole of Central Africa to the East, the Matarzim to the North East, the Atlantic ocean to the South, the Adamawa plateau to the North and North West, Manyu River to the West and Mount Fako to the South West. These natural markers served for security (saving the people from invasion by Islamic Arabs or Warriors from Kandem Bornu in the Northwest). These natural markers stopped the area from being absorbed into more established previous neighbouring kingdoms like those of the Yurobaland to the West or the Sao or kandem Bornu to the North and Northwest. These harsh topographic features made the movement of the people into or out of the territory very difficult.

Being able to only interact with themselves for such a long time, the people developed a better understanding of the total ecology of the soil, climate, animinals, plants and their multiple interrelationships. The practical application of this lay in the need to trap animals, to build houses, to make utensils, to find medicines and above all device systems of agriculture. Obviously due to variations in relief and vegetation within the territory, uniques features came into existence in virtually every locality with regards to all social details. Agriculture was the overwhelmingly dorminant activity. In all the territory, people observed the peculiarities of their own local environment and tried to find techniques for dealing with it in rational manner. For example terracing developed in the grass-field and hilly areas of the North and crop rotation around the Fako Mountain, where the soil has much alluvium.

Unique cultural features having a value of their own, developed in the overall broad community. Such features could not eclipsed in the comparable short period of interaction with other people later.

Difference in Temperament
It was during the 45 years of join administration with Nigeria as a British Mandated territory and the 40 years since the UN plebiscite that the people of the Southern Cameroons have really had more contact with other peoples. The persistence of certain cultural characteristics despite increased interaction with other peoples in a priminitive people settled on a terrain is one of the most extraordinary facts noted by modern anthropology. An example of cultural characteristics that have remained peculiar to Southern Cameroonians is their temperament. The Southern Cameroonian has a very different temparement from the citizens of the surrounding neighbouring countries (Nigeria, La republique du Cameroun and Equitorial Guinea). The citizens of La republique du cameroun are more impulsive than Southern Cameroonians, but under duress, the Southern Cameroonian become more explosive than they do.

Examples of this include the wild fighting that Southern Cameroonians put up during the WW1, making the battle of Nsangaraki-in the Southern Cameroons the bloodiest and fiercest battle in Africa.

Southern Cameroonian students also displayed this Southern Cameroonian way of reacting to coercion by leading very fierce demonstrations at Universities when their rights were violated.

The Southern Cameroonian masses carried-out very militant strikes and demonstrations all over the country in the 1990s, despite the danger that entailed at that time again a display of their peculiar temperament.

Development within the Southern Cameroons before contact with Europeans: 
The psyche of the Southern Cameroonian developed during the 49500 years before contact with Europeans.

An Agriculture People
In Southern Cameroons before the 15 century, the predominant principle of social relations was that of the family and kinship association with communalism, in which families were formed also by affiance members, who joined by association rather than by birth. This was crucial because land (the major means of production) was owned by groups such as the family or clan. Explained by saying the residents in any community were all descendants of the first person to settle on the land. Similarly, the labour that worked the land was generally recruited on a family basis. The family principle in the communal phase affected the two principal factors of production-labour and land as well as the system of distributing goods. This extended family lineage and clans carried the principles of kinship alliances over large area. Communalism is one phase through with all human societies passed. In this setting, the families were headed by the older folkf. With different localities favouring activities across the territory, you had different social formations, for example, pastoralists and cultivators, fishing societies and even trading societies, which eventually evolved into castes. Throughout the various localities, some individuals and families were more successful than others and these families established themselves as permanents rulers. Then age ceased to matter as much, because even a junior could succeed to his father.

A Trading People
Livestock became unevenly distributed much more readily than land and those families with the largest herds became socially and politically dorminant which accounts for faster formation of Chiefdoms and Fondoms in the north of Ssouthern Cameroons where the grassfield vegetation favoured animal rearing. These various chiefdoms and fondoms exchanged the goods the produced in excess with items from other fondoms or chiefdoms, which lacked such goods. The needs thus fulfilled by trade were very few. For example, salt formed the lake Ejagham area and Barombi, dried fish from around the Bimbia area, hoes and axes from Pinying and around Santa area, as wellas, leather from other northern areas. From time, salt, cloth, hoe and ax would come to serve as a form of money.

Religious Differences
A very influencial factor in the development of national identity was religion. Religious leaders wielded a lot of authority, as they were directly involved in implementing justice and in medicine and the arts. True is the fact that traditional religious practices existed in great variety. Yet it is worth noting the prevalent similarity between some forms of religious practices that spread throughout the Southern Cameroons before arrival of Christianity and Islam, which prevailed to this date.

Southern Cameroons ancestral religions like Angbuw of the Banyang and Nkoh of the Mankon area, which are the same secret societies, but have different names or the Takebeng traditional dance of the Mankon area is also available in the Bayang area, but under a different. Or most of the traditions of the Bangwa in the south have the copies in the north.

Social Political features
The social political features, which were the outstanding indicator of development, were the increase stratification and consolidation of the State. Thus, Southern Cameroons society before the 15th century were in a transitional stage between the practice of agriculture (plus fishing and hunting) in family communities and the practice of the same activities within the State or within societies comparable to feudalism.

Developments after contact with Europeans
Slave trade:
Before the early europeans ever made their way to this part of the world, there was no such political entity call "„Cameroon".The name is a direct derivative of the Portuguese word Cameroes, named after the estuary of the river Wouri having been named in the 15th century by early Portuguese navigators Rio Dos Cameroes or Rivers of Prawns.The early British intruders later called it Cameroon, but in 1884, the German imperial Consul-General Dr. Nachtigal concluded ahead of the British a treaty with the Chiefs of the Douala beginning effectively German colonial rule over parts of present day Gabon, Congo Brazaville, Chad, Central African Republic, Southern Cameroons and La Republique du Cameroun.
These different entities were ruled by the Germans as Kamerun until 1916 when the Germans were defeated in the 1st World war in Africa.By the Milner Simon Agreement of 1919, Kamerun was divided following natural topographies between the British and the French.This division is believed to be part of compensation for allied cost of the war.

With the arrival of the Europeans in the 15 th century and the slave trade that followed, the coastal people, whose children had been carried away in the slave drive, were used to raids. These happenings caused a lot of distress, bitterness and insecurity all over the territory. This brought all activities in trade and agriculture almost to a total halt. This caused retribulisation. People were displaced ans separated from their neighbours for security reasons. For example, the Mankon, Mamunkumbit, MendaNkwai, Banja and Mundum are originally from the same clan. But today their languages vary. Another example are the Kenyang and upper banyang were also originally of one. Today they speak different languages.

Colonisation
29 Years under German Administration:
Colonisation followed in 1884 with the Berlin Conference on the partition of Africa. On April 21 1885, Britain and Germany signed a Treaty transferring the Southern Cameroons regions to Germany. It was to be administered as part of the German Protectorate of Kamerun (Schutzgebiet von Kamerun) and separated from being part of the British sphere of influence. This occurred partly because of the natural markers, which made it difficult for British to run it as part of their Nigerian colony.
During the 29 years of the Southern Cameroons as part of the German Protectorate, the Germans hardly developed their relationship from that of trading partner to that of administrator. This role will be prematurely terminated when the Germans were defeated in Africa in 1916 during World War 1.
45 years under British Administration:
By April of 1916, the British General McPherson Dobell set in motion the commencement of British Administration over the Southern Cameroons which lasted 45 years. The British administration over the Southern Cameroons was confirmed in the London Declaration of 1919. The process will lead to Southern Cameroons being administered as part of the Eastern region of Nigeria, then also a British Trust territory. Major F.H. Ruxton in 1921 will take serious steps to develop indigenous institutions to take control over native administrations. The Southern Cameroons area was later divided into two provinces-Southern and Bamenda provinces in 1949. This prevails until to date, but with only a change in the name of the Bamenda province to the Northwest.
The League of Nations will legitimise British rule of Southern Cameroons in 1922 as a B group Mandated territory of the League of Nations (B-group were territories that though were not ready for immediate independence, were to be prepared for independence in the near future).
In 1946, the mandate was renewed as a United Nations Trusteeship territory. In 1961, the UN refused to let its Charter on Trust territories to be applied to the case of the Southern Cameroons, as was required and requested by the leaders of the Southern Cameroons (read United Kingdom Betrayal).The UN preferred to play the Cold war game and integrate Southern Cameroons into the capitalist sphere of influence, by forcing independence by joining Nigeria or La Republique du Cameroun.
The neglect and influx of numerous Nigerians during the British rule into Southern Cameroons caused great resentment. Thus faced with the choice of being part of Nigeria as a province in the Eastern region or an equal partner in a two State federation with La Republique du Cameroun (though under civil war), the second choice seemed more logical.
44 years with La Republique du Cameroun:
On 11th February 1961, the people of Southern cameroons voted to be an equal partner in a two state federation with La Republique du Cameroun as the federal state of west Cameroon. Five months later in July, Mr. Ahnadou Ahidjo, president of La Republique du Cameroun, who signed the agreement, laid the groundwork for the illegal overthrow of the federation which was effective done on 20th May 1972. The executive and legislature of the state of west Cameroon were dissolved and the judiciary was reduced to a fin of the judiciary of the state of East Cameroon.
Present day Southern Cameroons came under British Protectorate with its International Borders fixed by the League of Nations in 1922 and inherited intoto by the United Nations in 1946.For administrative convinience, the British administered the Southern Cameroons as part of the Eastern region of Nigeria which got ended in 1953 due to ethnical and historical difference by the Lancaster House Constitutional Conference.
The pain in explaining this background is to debunk the assertion the Southern Cameroons had ever been a political entity administered under Cameroun thus justifying the claim of secession.
1.Under the Trusteship Agreement, the United Kingdom was supposed to administer the Southern Cameroons as „ to promote the political, economical, social and educational advancement of the inhabitants of the Trust territories and their progressive development towards self-government or independence…..“
2.The UK thwarted its obligation due to a Communist scare and an economic dependence that turn out to be an illusion

3.The United Nations then sponsored a plebiscite on 11th February 1961 created within the letter and spirit of the „TWO ALTERNATIVES“, a document published by the UN before the plebiscite, a federation of TWO STATES EQUAL IN STATUS between the Southern Cameroons and La Republique du Cameroun which acquired its Independence on 1st January 1960

4.The Treaty of the Federal Union is known in the United Nations Records as Interparliamentary Union.Eventhough La republique du Cameroun dorminated in the Union, the federal flag carrying Two Horizontal Golden Stars depicting two states equal in status was yet the clearest indication of the two components that made up the federation of Cameroon

5. The Federal Union pact being a Treaty between the Southern Camerouns and La Republique du Cameroun, each State, being equal in Status with the other, had the inalienable right to denounce the Treaty and quit it consequently, as there is a law Cardinal Principle, „No CONTRACT FOR LIFE“

6. This has been the case with La republique du Cameroun- she tacitly by Decree No. 001 of February 4, 1984 denounced the Federal union treaty by reverting to her pre-federation status of 1st January 1960.This Decree signed by the president dictator Paul Biya, asserted the French entities pre-union status, the same status that got it admitted into the United Nations as an independent State

7.before reverting to her pre-federation status , La republique du Cameroun had already in May 1972 through late President Ahmadou Ahidjo carried out an illegal, unconstitutional and fraudulent referendum without the consent of the people of the Southern Cameroons and unknown to the United Nations, to change the United Nations known „Federal Republic of Cameroon“ into a „United Republic of Cameroon“

8.the 1972 referendum was a blatant violation of Article 47 of the federal constitution of the „Federal Republic of Cameroon“ which forbad any bill in the federal assembly or in the legislative house of any of the federated states to transform the federal union into any other form of union –(auto limitative)

9.La republique du Cameroun, after having quited the „Union“ in February 1984 and restored her United Nations status, the Southern Cameroons had no choice but to revert to her pre-federal status known by the United Nations.A Southern Cameroons illustrous son, Barister Fon Gorji Dinka almost immediately reasserted the sovereignty of the Southern Cameroons and named it the Republic of Ambazonia, an action that immediately got him into jail and consequently exile.

Apart from the constitutional disputes, La Republique du Cameroun has transformed the Southern Cameroons into a killing field where untold human rights violations are being carried out daily, such as unwarranted arrests, extra-judicial executions, arbitrary imprisonments, destruction of properties, tortures, rape, assasinations or jailing of leaders of independence movements.

The Southern Cameroons entered the third millenium with broken dreams and smashed hopes with nothing to show as concrete achievement for its people.This blatant constitutional violations, dictatorial decrees, poor and very harsh social and economic conditions, gross human rights violations brought five thousand delegates of Southern Cameroons birth in 1993 in was known as the All Anglophone Conference (AAC).It should be recalled that the conference was holding Seven months after the Anglophones had suffered a major political hand-twisting:the rigging of the October 1992 Presidential elections results in which the popular candidate of Anglophone birth and National Chairman of the Social democratic front political party (SDF), Ni John Fru Ndi had overwhelmingly won.Fru Ndi‘s victory was hijacked at gun point and the entire Southern Cameroons put under martial law.

This conference like another in Bamenda, in 1994, gave birth to two historical documents:THE BUEA DECLARATION that catalogued the injustices suffered by Southern Cameroons under La Republique du Cameroun‘s rule and the BAMENDA PROCLAMATION that layed out a road –map out of the political impasse.Since then, the political struggle took a more aggressive approach and the dispute culminated with the official depositing at the UN Secretariat in New York in June 1995 of a petition by a 9-man delegation led by the Southern Cameroon‘s unification leader Dr. John Ngu Foncha.The petition strongly protested the dehumanisation, annexation and neo-colonisation of the Southern Cameroons by La republique du Cameroun and her pre-consuls and prayed the United Nations to rectify the situation as an approach to Preventive diplomacy.Unfortunately, despite all attempts at reaching a negotiated settlement, the UN, United Kingdom, the current leadership of La Republique du Cameroun and the wider world have shown little concern.This refusal to see reality and called truth by its real name has only hardened the Southern Cameroon‘s resolve to protect it‘s sovereignty.

This is why the Southern Cameroons Youth League (SCYL) was founded with the goal of using all available means to bring about the total independence of the Southern Cameroons.The SCYL is the answer to La Republique du Cameroun‘s hatred, injustice, inequality and the pillage of our resources.It is the fruits of hopelessness and the results of gross dictatorship.It is the voice of the Southern Cameroons people.

Abraham Lincoln once said “In times like the present, men should utter nothing for which they will not willingly defend through time and eternity”. It has happened too many of our people and organisations campaigning for independence. But because we gambled our freedom through ideological disputes: and because we owe no grudges to those who were part of this pathetic times:and because we seek no retribution and revenge against those whose actions have directly or indirectly led to the death of our people: and because we seek neither to colonise nor annex other people: The Southern Cameroons Youth League (SCYL) 
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