Why Do We Demand a Return To Legality And Independence?
The name Cameroon has never existed as a legal entity recognised under International law until when the French mandated Cameroun overthrew a federal constitutional agreement with the British mandated Cameroon and declared itself the Successor State of the federal union. Proponents of an independent Southern Cameroons have challenged the status quo based on international law and deeply rooted cultural differences between the two peoples. On the other hand, the one Cameroon advocates have argued based on the fact that Cameroon was one under German colonial rule and was only separated by the victors of the First World War insinuating that this entity only existed from colonial period. Thus the one Cameroon philosophy has its root in colonial heritage. What then was the political unit before colonialism? Even if the one Cameroon philosophy were to stand, it never was merely a composition of the Southern Cameroons and La Republique du Cameroun. It included parts of Gabon, Chad, Congo Brazzaville and Central Africa Republic. So in order to make the claim of a "one Cameroon" stand, La Republique du Cameroun would have to invade these areas as it did to the Southern Cameroons October 1, 1961.

Culturally before the Europeans ever arrived, the inhabitants of this area now called Southern Cameroons had a unique value of their own that developed in the overall broad community. Such features couldn't be eclipsed in the short period of interaction with other people.

International Law: The Southern Cameroons boundaries were fixed by the League of Nations in 1919, inherited into to by the United Nations and adopted by Nigeria and La Republique du Cameroun. International boundaries usually follow natural markers (rivers, mountains etc) and the Southern Cameroons is precisely carved out by such natural markers. To the East with La Republique du Cameroun is the Mungo, one of the biggest rivers in Central Africa, the Atlantic Ocean to the South, the Adamaoua plateau to the North and North West, Manyu River to the west with Nigeria and the 4200m high mount Fako to the South west. These natural topographies not only re-enforced the distinct identity of the Southern Cameroonian but protected them from early invaders.

Also, according to International law, once a nation has internationally recognised borders, sovereignty automatically attaches to that nation as human rights attaches to a Human at birth. The sovereignty of any nation as that of the Southern Cameroons remains inherent and inalienable. However, the government of a nation can be alienated by conquest, colonial rule or international administration. That of the Southern Cameroons was clearly alienated by conquest October 1; 1961.This does not in anyway compromise the sovereignty of the Southern Cameroons. For example, even though the French government was alienated during World War II, the allies still acknowledged France as a sovereign nation and treated as the head of State of France Charles De Gaulle who was then a refugee in London and not the French General Petain heading the French government under German occupation. The Southern Cameroons government was alienated midnight September 30th 1961, when United Kingdom lowered the Union Jack at the airstrip of Tiko, effectively bringing the territory under military occupation giving Southern Cameroons the right to invoke Article 20 of the OAU charter.

Cultural Differences: Culture should be seen within this context as different patterns of interaction common to a particular group of people. It is the earliest expression of an emotional tie with another person. Topography re-enforced common mode of life in the Southern Cameroons long before the first Europeans ever arrived the territory. These hard natural barriers almost made interaction with other people and those of La Republique du Cameroun very difficult. It was only during the 45 years of joined administration with Nigeria as a United Kingdom mandated territory and the 41 years since the 1961 plebiscite that the people of the Southern Cameroons have really had contact with other people. Still the peculiar character of the Southern Cameroonian can not be mistaken, their temperament is unique, a quiet and pliant temperament that the UK took advantage of and has been the undoing of the Southern Cameroonian. Colonialism only re-enforced the behavioural patterns that have been common with the Southern Cameroonian and the emergence of a Nation State under a common administration made Southern Cameroons claim for a separate homeland unquestionable. Such values as common language (colonial English), legal system (common law), educational system, economic theory, political system were unique qualities that the spirit of Article 76B accomplished during the Trusteeship system under United kingdoms' administration.

