WHY WE STRUGGLE
Clearly the Southern Cameroons right to exist as separate and independent political entity as stipulated under the United Nations charter was violated. That not withstanding, La Republique du Cameroun has since 1961, pursued a policy of subjugation and discrimination coupled with an implacable hostility towards the people of the Southern Cameroons.

When any Union or government becomes destructive to the very ends for which it was instituted, it is the right of the people to dissolve such unions and to pursue a separate course of life that assures their happiness. But because of our expressed desire to maintain a cordial relation with our neighbours, and convince by Arguments the rest of Humanity on our course of action, reason imposes on us the obligation to state the IMMEDIATE causes that impel us to this separation:

- Economic Deprivation: Since 1961, French Cameroun has pursued a savage economic policy of exploitation. Economic structures that existed in the Southern Cameroons have simply been dismantled and transferred across to La Republique du Cameroun or looted and plundered. This policy’s' expressed aim is to condemn the Southern Cameroons to a state of servitude and economic dependency to facilitate assimilation. Let facts speak for themselves:

- Established industries in the Southern Cameroons were either moved to French Cameroun or shut down. Such a policy increased the rate of un-employment and forced Southern Cameroonians to move to French Cameroun in search of jobs.

- Santa Coffee Estate (a coffee production and export enterprise), Wum Area Development Authority (WADA), Ntem Oil Palm Estate, Ako forest Estate etc were all shut down.

- The only electric power plant in the Southern Cameroons (Yoke hydroelectric Power Station) was dismantled and the parts taken to upgrade another power plant in French Cameroon.

- The natural deep sea port of Victoria founded by Alfred Saker was abandoned for the seaport port of Douala in French Cameroun where millions of dollars is spent each year for drainage.

- All air strips and seaports in the Southern Cameroons were shut down. While French Cameroon has two international airports, Southern Cameroons is proud of a single airstrip used exclusively for military purposes to enforce occupation.

- The only Southern Cameroons indigenous bank was shut down with its huge cash reserve plundered.

- An oil refinery in the Southern Cameroons is strictly run by French Cameroun with 90% of its work force from French Cameroun and most ridiculous of all, it has to pay its tax to the city of Douala in French Cameroun.

- French Cameroun has neglected our territory under its occupation that communication between our people is hampered. Some villages because of neglect have fallen under the administration of Nigeria. When Nigeria dis-enclaved these villages, French Cameroun decided to impose its authority in the most brutal way, triggering the senseless war in the Bakassi Peninsular between French Cameroun and Nigeria. To completely divide us in order to facilitate occupation, the only two "provinces" in the Cameroons not connected by a road are the two Southern Cameroons "provinces". French Cameroun has virtually cut off trading possibilities of Southern Cameroons with other parts of the world, depriving us in many cases of the benefits of our labour. In all French Cameroun has plundered our resources, ravaged our land and virtually destroyed the lives of our people. And isn't it a mockery to ascertain that the supposed economic dependency is generating 60% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)?

Political Deprivation: French Cameroun has abolished the free system of  English Laws, establishing an arbitrary administration controlled by puppet governors and district officers mostly from French Cameroon, abolishing our most valuable legal system and altering the forms of our administration, abolishing our legislature and ruling by decree in most cases, the greatest indication yet of conquest.

Since 1961 there have been two presidents in the French Cameroun. Attempt by a Southern Cameroonian in 1992 to run for the presidency of French Cameroun was met with huge obstacles. Even though he clearly won the presidential elections, he was put under house arrest with the two Southern Cameroons provinces put under a state of military siege. The death and destruction that followed this siege still haunts our people.

Ambassadors accredited to major foreign capitals (Germany, US, UK, Canada, Nigeria, South Africa etc) are predominantly citizens from French Cameroun.

Major ministerial positions are the exclusive reserve of the citizens of French Cameroun. Since 1961 a Southern Cameroonian in the purported Union has never held the position of; Defence, Interior, External Relations, National Education, Finance, Information ministry. Those Southern Cameroonians who decided to identify with the occupation regime are relegated to inferior second fiddle positions.

Since 1961 until 1993, only a French University existed in the country with Southern Cameroonians condemned to take up university studies in French or take educational exile. The lone English University that exist today compared to the five in French Cameroun runs without a Library, laboratory or any affiliate research centre.

95% of the population of the Western World are always shock to learn that almost 6 million people speak English in the Cameroons and even though becoming a member of the Commonwealth without meeting the triad conditions of good governance, rule of law and respect for human rights, citizens from French Cameroun are formed in English to benefit from opportunities offered by the Commonwealth of Nations.

Politics of Death: Successive regimes of French Cameroun have engineered a genocidal machinery to wipe out our people. Their deliberate policies of social deprivation including lack of hospitals, moratorium in the training of medical staffs have been responsible for three fold deaths in our society.

French Cameroun has maintained a large army of occupation within the Southern Cameroons at the expense of our resources to keep guard for the unknown, for the moment, fear has virtually changed side as the oppressed is up in resistance.

Political leaders of the Southern Cameroons who dare questioned the occupation policies were assassinated.

In 1986, the occupation regime permitted a biological weapon to be tested in the Southern Cameroons wiping out life entirely in five villages. More than 20 thousand people and livestock were killed.

Death has become a daily occurrence in the Southern Cameroons especially to anyone who dares demonstrate contempt to the occupation policy. Thousands have summarily been executed while others have been arrested and deported to French Cameroun.

Between 1997 and 2002 alone, more than 500 Southern Cameroonians have been arrested, several hundred extra-judicial executed in horrendous circumstances while others remain behind bars in the capital of French Cameroun.

At the eve of the millennium, a prominent Southern Cameroons Judge, Justice Frederick Alobwede Ebong led Southern Cameroonians and seized the radio station in the Southern Cameroons capital of Buea announcing the sovereignty of the Southern Cameroons

Conclusion:
Southern Cameroonians have been accused by Britain and French Cameroun of trying to break the Country. This is a claim of Traitors and Aggressors. In essence; there is no country to break. It is simply a resistance of a people under alien domination to assume their rightful place in the community of nations. The world may also argue that at a time when nations are coming together it is absurd for us to be talking separation. The issue here is not separation. It is whether Southern Cameroonians will continue to give their allegiance to unjust and provocative policies and customs that insult subjugate, persecute and dehumanise them. The United States will not be stable if some few states will engage in a battle of conquest to enlarge the union. Most of the states in the former USSR seeking membership in the European Union will meet Russia once again as equal partners to further the aspirations of their people. The devolution of powers in the United Kingdom is a pre-emptive policy aimed at averting extremism. The Czechs and the Slovaks shook hands and parted ways and are now seeking separate membership into the European Union. This is the way forward in contemporary nation state stability; the right to self-determination.

We have petitioned in the most civilised manner. Our people have spilled blood trying to bring democracy and the rule of law in the hilarious entity called "Cameroon" , necessary components that can ensure continuity and stability. This failed.

In 1995, an SCNC delegation deposited a petition at the United Nations. Delegations and deputations have been made to various world capitals including institutions like the Commonwealth of Nations, European Union. We have deposited countless number of petitions at various foreign ministries including Germany, Belgium, UK, South Africa, Nigeria, USA calling for a return to legality. Recently the High Court of Abuja ordered the Federal Government of Nigeria to take up the Southern Cameroon case for self-determination.

 Our Petition within the system has failed. Such petitions have been responded to with repeated injury. French Cameroun has been deaf to the call for sanctity and justice.

We, therefore, citizens of the Southern Cameroons mutually pledge to each other our freedom and lives to pursue vigorously actions consistent with International Standards to bring Justice and Freedom to the Southern Cameroons and its people.
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