Pa Martin Ngeka Luma or Dr. M.N. Luma has transitioned to glory 
by Andrew Edimo in  Washington D.C.
Dear People of Southern Cameroons,

Pa Martin Ngeka Luma or Dr. M.N. Luma has transitioned to glory. I am yet to come to terms with myself with regards the passing to glory of my father, friend, role model and hero, Pa Martin Ngeka Luma who was born some 75 years ago has been called to glory in the lord on April 15, 2003. But the oldest book (the bible) in Ecclesiastes 3: 2 says 'there is time for everything, a time to be born and time to die.' makes his transition a reality and Psalms 90:10 says 'The length of our days is seventy years or eighty if we have strength' makes it more real and clear to me no one can live forever.

Pa," as he was fondly called by most people, was an honest, devoted, loving, strong believer, down to earth and a living testimony of self made success story that should be an inspiration to our generation and the generations to come.

The first time I came to know Pa Luma was in 1982, when I was very active in the Christian Youth Fellowship movement [CYF] activities of Presbyterian Church Tiko where he was a member and later served as an Elder and Chairman of the Congregation as well as the Chairman of the Fako South Presbytery for eight consecutive years.

The CYF group had staged a Christmas play which I directed and Pa was moved by our performance and wanted to know if I did drama in school and I told him no. He said ' son that is your calling.'

From that first closed contact, I became part of Pa's family. I will spend hours with him in his study asking different questions, and he was always willing to answer. Pa Luma taught me a lot about life and human relationship and I as well learnt from the many ups and downs stories he told me about himself; politically, socially, culturally, etc.

Dr Martin Ngeka Luma was born some 75 years ago, after the death of his father. His mother died a few days after his birth and his grand parents took care of him until when he was adopted by a German family and taken to Germany. He lived and schooled in Germany until the second world war. During the Second World War, the German soldiers took him for a Jew and wanted to send him to a concentration camp, but the Almighty God sent a messiah to rescue him from them and he was sent back to Kamerun at the age of 12.

The only language he could understand and speak on his return was German. He had to learn his mother tongue Bakweri, as well as English Language. Before he was called to glory, Pa could speak fluent English, French, German, Arabic, Bakweri, Mboboko, (the original Bakweri Language) Bimbia, and Douala. He worked so hard and made it through standard six and then got admission into the Basel mission Teacher Training College Nyasoso with people such as Mrs. Katherine Musoko, (Retired teacher) John Time, {the Legendary principal of GTTC kumba and one time SW delegate of national Education} Late Chief Muyongo of Dikome Balue, etc. He graduated as a grade two teacher which was a spring board for his PhD Journey and a visiting professorship.

He served in government of Southern Cameroons as well as that of the then Federal Republic of Cameroun. He was once the vice minister of National Education for then Federal Republic of Cameroun. He as well served as the municipal administrator for Tiko Rural council and as board chairman of the Pan Africa Institute for Development (PAID). A position that made him travel round the world appealing for funds to help run the institution and making new friends.
I remember Pa Luma was a boy’s scout member and served as the vice president of Africa Scout commission. He helped to organize both the world and Africa scout Jamborees. He was bureau member of world Bantu ethnic group.

Pa Luma was a father not only to his blood children (Peter Luma, Marilyn Tabe nee Luma, Muna Luma, Ngeka Luma, Epeti Luma, Nseke Luma, Njanga Luma, Koko Luma and Ebiye Luma) but all children he met. He helped sponsored many children. He was always willing to give his fatherly advice to any child who approached him at any time and place. Ready to inspire those who think the world was against, encourage those who were discouraged with life and pray with those who needed prayers.
As politician, Pa was free a thinker, who loved to serve his people and chooses his camp not considering the pressure on him. He believed that the game of politics should one of difference in constructive ideas not enmity and war. Politicians of opposite camps should be able to talk to each other as friends and try to see how to work for a better society they were vying to lead, no matter who wins election.

Most often this political definition of his could not be understood by his opponents, since in Cameroun, not belonging to the same party or camp means enmity. In one occasion, when he stood against late Dr. S.M.L. Endeley for the post of Fako Section President of the then Cameroun National Union (C.N.U.) in an open ballot (people filing up behind the leader of their choice) election, in Tiko Holtfort field, the later moved up to him, gave him a sound slap and rained abuses on him. Pa did not raise his hand or say a word to fight back. Late Dr. S.M.L. Endeley won the election through the aforementioned barbaric act of intimidation and Pa Luma gained more enemies from some of his kinsmen for opposing their natural leader.
From the multi-party system in Southern Cameroons, to the birth of one party (C.N.U) system in the then Federal republic of Cameroun and the renaming of C.N.U to Cameroun People Democratic Movement (C.P.D.M) to the rebirth of multi-party and inception of the Social Democratic Front {S.D.F} Pa M.N. Luma was politically active, no matter the waves he met on the political field or how many enemies he had due his ideology or leaning.
From the initiation of the Cameroon Anglophone Movement (CAM) to the All Anglophone conferences (ACC 1 & 2), the birth of the Southern Cameroons National Council (SCNC) and the formation of SCAPO as well as the team that sued the Federal Republic of Nigeria on the behalf of People of the Southern Cameroons in Abuja, Nigeria and won the law suit, he was always part of the teams in one way or other.
Pa Luma was a real activist when it concerns what he believes in, such as the course of Southern Cameroons. His home was opened to S.D.F, CAM, SCNC, etc, meetings, even when such gatherings were tagged illegal by the Government of LRC. He was many a time arrested by armed tugs of LRC, beaten and detained with regards his involvement in the struggle for the Restoration of the Statehood of Southern Cameroons. At one point he was accused of keeping and training terrorists for Southern Cameroons in his properties in Tongo (Tiko) and Esuke. His properties were combed by tugs of LRC in hope to get the terrorists but nothing of that sort was discovered. He was an activist who believed in equal treatment. Whenever he was arrested with other activists and detained by the power that be, he will never accept any preferential treatment. He will not agree to be released except his fellow counterparts were released with him.

He was a devoted and committed Christian. He forgives and forgets. He believes that judgement belongs to God and not man. Pa had a strong believe that cigarette or alcohol does a lot of damage to human body, as such he did not smoke or drink. He even turn down a five million {5.000.000} francs CFA monthly salary job from Guinness Group in London, as their regional director for Africa. He did not see any need accepting the job because he needed the money and promote what he has been against all his life. When Pa was voted to lead SCNC he was contacted by the government of La Republique Cameroun to be appointed as a Roving Ambassador on a monthly Salary of over one million {1.000.000 plus) francs CFA, with free lodging and cars and he turned it down because he was not the selfish type who will grasp all for himself..

Pa Luma loved culture especially that of Bakweri and as well respected those of other tribes. He loves to dress in his Sanja and white shirt. He encouraged the canoe race in Victoria as well as the traditional wrestling of the Bakweri people. He was an active member of the Malle group of Fako.

I remember Pa encouraging the Bakweri Youths Cultural Association (BYCA) in one of the conventions that held in Tiko; to learn all aspects of their culture and language and try to document them, so that they do not become a people without a language and culture. He enjoined the Bakweri male youths to stop cohabiting with old widows and get married to the female youths so that Bakweri culture and language can continue exist. The male youths present did love his last statement, but that was how Pa operated. He does not mix he words. Pa Luma is one of the few Southern Cameroonian who never changed the name VICTORIA to Limbe. He believes the change was to wipe out our British historic connections; because the name Limbe has no meaning in the Bakweri Language.

He is one of the few Bakweri people who did not sell his land. He leased out his land to farmers. He does not care how small the amount played for the lease. He knows he still owns the land. He does not want any game when it concerns his land. Many peasant families in Tiko educated their children from the sale of crops farmed on the land he leased to them. He was one of those who was fighting for the recovery of the PAMOL plantation in Bwenga (Tiko) from a prominent Cameroonian Lawyer who rented the plantation (Bwenga) from PAMOL, for three years at the cost of four million (4.000.000) franc cfa a year but used his connections in government to cook the document that the plantation of rubber of over 150 hectares and all the buildings in it, were sold to him for twelve million (12.000.000) francs cfa. The lawyer defrauded the land title with the help of government officials and today, he owns the plantation due to the corrupt nature of the government of LRC. The Bakweri people of Bwenga who are the rightful owners of land which was leased to mother company of PAMOL ' Unilever' by their grandparents lost their rights to ancestral land.

I am sure Pa Luma has accomplished his mission here on earth that is why he has been called to glory by God Almighty. He had missed two plan crashes through Divine miracle. While he was going to attend an international conference in Australia in the seventies, he stopped over in France for flight change, six minutes before they could start boarding, he had and acute belly bite and headed for the toilet, before he came back, he flight had departed and he was asked to wait for twenty five minutes and board next fight. Some ten minutes later, news came that the plan he missed to board had crashed and every person onboard perished. In late eighties, he was scheduled to go to the Middle East and his flight ticket was ready. He fell in his home two weeks before his date of departure and sustained multiple fractures on one of his legs, which prevented him from making the trip. The said flight crashed around Ivory Coast and many people perished.

Pa Luma! I believe God sent you for a mission and you have accomplished it that is why He has called you to glory land. You worked so hard to set the pace and path for our strive for the total and the unconditional Restoration of our country Southern Cameroons. At you age you did everything possible to tell the world about our bondage and slavery in our unholy marriage with La Republique Du Cameroun. Many a time you were betrayed by your kinsmen and fellow Southern Cameroonians. But you believed in yourself and the cause kept you going. Pa you were a moving archive for Southern Cameroons and international Political and history. We’ll miss You.

I remember how weak and frail you looked during our last demonstration in front of U.N.O. office in New York. You are a real freedom fight. Pa as you go to the land beyond, know that your spirit of total dedication and sincerity to the Southern Cameroons cause shall be immortalized in all those who believe in our cause today and generation to come and we shall keep flame of the freedom fight burning. Even if they kill all our leaders to today, the unborn generation will continue with the struggle until we shall totally be Librated, then, we shall sing and shout loud ' FREE! FREE AT LAST, FREE AT LAST AND FREE FOR EVER.

 Pa! May your soul rest in peace till we meet to part no more. 















