SOUTHERN CAMEROONS LEADER SAYS TIME FOR SPEECHES IS OVER

Exiled Southern Cameroons President, Ebenezer Mbongo Akwanga Jr, has said Southern Cameroonians should move from speeches and meetings to action this year.

In a New Year 2005 speech, distributed via the Internet, Akwanga, the SCYL chairman called on his compatriots to sacrifice for their liberation because freedom has never been handed to any people on a platter of gold. "We must lead the way to our freedom. True freedom goes with sacrifices, and it is only through sacrifices that freedom can endure," Akwanga said.

He added: "There comes a time when the spirit of freedom takes control and urges a people on, and this is the time; the time to move from meetings to gatherings; the time to walk away from speeches and empty slogans to real action on the ground; the time to be extremists for the CAUSE OF FREEDOM of the Southern Cameroons. Many of our elders tried their best. The struggle must be continued at a different level."

He lamented that all attempts by Southern Cameroonians to get the issue of their independence resolved peacefully with the annexationist regime of La République du Cameroun have fallen on deaf ears. Instead, he said, Southern Cameroonians have been subjected to flagrant human rights abuses and degrading treatment. "The force of argument was defied, instead we got amputated legs and arms, broken limbs, battered bodies, smashed hopes and shattered dreams, bruised cheeks, arrests, kidnappings, assassinations, imprisonments…" Akwanga said.

Arrests and Assassinations continue

Chief Ayamba Ette Otun (Chairman of the SCNC), Mr. Nfor Ngala Nfor (Vice Chairman of the SCNC) and Mr. Sylvester Taku (Chairman Southern Zone), as well as their driver, Mr. Ndam Amadu, were detained and put in the prison of Menji by Cameroon's authorities on 22 February 2005.

The SCNC were released on February 26,  2005 after the Unrepresented Nations and People’s Organisation (UNPO) acted for their immediate release of prisoners by addressing the United Nations High Commission for Human  Rights (UNHCHR), the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and European Institutions within the framework of the ACP-EU Convention. 

There is also a red alert for the arrest of some SCNC activists who are said to have skipped jail. Top on the list is one Lucien Junior Kombe, who is reported to have escaped from a Muyuka police cell in July 2002. He was reportedly detained after he failed to disclose the hideout of his father, an SCNC activist on the run. Security forces are reportedly trying to track down over two-dozen activists who they suspect are currently hiding within the country. 

In a statement from Prince Lawrence Ayamba, the Secretary of State of the Southern Cameroons Interim Government In-Exile, he accused the regime’s agents for assassinating the SCYL Spokesman and founding member Mr. Christopher Forminyuh Bah-Tangoh popularly known as BT. The SCYL spokesman's corps was retrieved from the Abi waterfall in Mbengwi on the 23rd of February 2005 after he got missing on the 20th of the same month.

During moments of silence in the BENELUX on March 24, 2005, SCYL BENELUX members meditated and paid tribute to all Southern Cameroonians great men and women, who had sacrificed had their lives for our independence and SCYL Benelux concluded that their Blood will not be spilled in vain especially that of BT (warning to those responsible.


SCYL Benelux used this solemn occasion to Congratulate Comrade Che Julius on his appointment as the new Head of SCYL International Secretariat.


The Secretary of State of the Interim Government called on all Southern Cameroonians in the Diaspora to unite and support SOCADEF as the clock is ticking very fast and as the Southern Cameroons Independence is around the Conner.

UNCHR Hears on Situation in Southern Cameroons

Excerpt from The United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG) press release:

Addressing the UN 61st Session of Commission on Human Rights at Palais Des Nations in Geneva – Switzerland, In his address to members of International Federation for the Protection of The Rights of Ethnic, Religious, Linguistic & Other Minorities, Nfor NGALA NFOR, SCNC Vice Chair said the statement by the Cameroon delegation concerning its commitment to respect human rights, as well as its declaration that the full realization of the civil and political rights of peoples were intimately linked to the enjoyment of economic and cultural rights, including the right to development, was amazing. Cameroon's track record included gross human rights abuses and obstructions to social and economic development in the Southern Cameroons. Given this underdevelopment, how could it be said that the Yaoundé Government was committed to the respect of the economic rights of the people and their right to development? The Commission should take note of the plight of the Southern Cameroons and their right to self-determination and ultimately their guarantee to enjoy their economic, social and cultural rights. 

The Full Statement from the Southern Cameroons Delegation
Copy of the oral statement delivered under item 10 by IFPRERLOM:

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
Sixty-first Session, 14 March – 22 April 2005. Item 10: ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 

Oral Statement by Nfor Ngala Nfor, International Federation for the Protection of the Rights of Ethnic, Religious, Linguistic and Other Minorities

Mr. Chairperson,

The International Federation for the Protection of the Rights of Ethnic, Religious, Linguistic and Other Minorities (IFPRERLOM) is amazed at the statement by the Cameroun delegation concerning its commitment to respect human rights, as well as its declaration that the full realization of the civil and political rights of peoples are intimately linked to the enjoyment of economic and cultural rights, including the right to development.

On the contrary, as evidenced by the report by UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, Sir Nigel Rodley [1], Cameroun’s track record includes gross human rights abuses and obstructions to social and economic development in Southern Cameroons.

Prior to the defunct federal union in 1972, Southern Cameroons had four airports, two seaports, and a river port. Consequent upon annexation, all have been closed. Besongabang airport has become a military barracks for a crack down and Bamenda airport is to become an air force base to institutionalise the reign of terror on our people who wallow in misery and abject poverty.

Southern Cameroons, carved into two provinces of la Republique du Cameroun, does not even have a road linking the two provinces. Thus, to travel from one province to the other one must pass through la Republique territory due to the abandonment of the roads that existed.

Effectively reducing Southern Cameroons into an economic appendage, the Yaoundé annexationist regime closed down several industries set up by Southern Cameroons successive governments [2]. Workers were laid off without compensation, and from the Produce Marketing Board the Farmer’s Stabilisation Fund of 78 billion CFA Francs was confiscated by the Yaoundé regime.

The Cameroons Development Corporation (CDC), whose proceeds by the law of 1947, was to be used for the development of Southern Cameroons, is in terrible decline and has been listed for privatization. Already, the tea estates of Ndu and Tole have been sold at give away prize to a baron of the CPDM ruling party. The consequences of this sale, both to the workers and their families, have been devastating. Many have been laid off without due compensation and salaries have arbitrarily been reduced. Despite the fact that Southern Cameroons accounts for 70 percent of the GDP, due to petroleum, it does not enjoy more than four percent of the investment budget and foreign investors are discouraged from investing in the territory.

Mr. Chairperson, given this picture of underdevelopment, how can it be said that the Yaoundé government is committed to the respect of the economic rights of our people and their rights to development?

I hereby call upon the Commission to take serious note of the plight of the former UN Trust territory of Southern Cameroons, now under the domination of la Republique du Cameroun, and their right to self-determination, the ultimate guarantor of their social, economic and cultural development. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.
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Chief Ayamba (Right) Nfor N. Nfor (center) Dr Yonbang (Left)in Geneva attending the UNCHR Conference, March 30, 2005

The Big Clash at UN 61st Session of Commission on Human Rights conference holding at Palais Des Nations in Geneva – Switzerland 
The big clash between the Southern Cameroons and La Republique du Cameroun continued this morning on the floor of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.


In the exercise of its right to reply, La Republique's Ambassador lashed out at the NGO (i.e. UNPO) through which the Southern Cameroons delegation was accredited  to the 61st Session of the UN CHR. He accused the NGO of giving the SCNC the platform to discredit his Government. That the SCNC are terrorists who have killed their officers and destroyed government property. That the Southern Cameroons was  attached to La Republique du Cameroun by the UN referendum of 1961and was split into two of the 10 provinces that make up the country.


In effect, what the ambassador did was to confirm the fact of the annexation of the Southern Cameroons by La Republique du Cameroun on the floor of the UN. He could not contest the charges of gross human rights abuses perpetrated on the peoples and territory of the Southern Cameroons.

At the end of the morning session, the Ambassador confronted Nfor Ngala Nfor in person and asked Nfor why he had not reported to him when he arrived in Geneva. That Nfor should know that if anything happened to him here it is he, the ambassador, to inform his family back home.

The battle lines have been drawn in the United Nations itself. And the battle wages on.


From the Southern Cameroon State Department

